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We can begin by fully developing Palm
Beach County's most valuable resource --- its
human capital—this will ensure Palm Beach
County's ability to compete in all economic
markets. It is a strong and skilled workforce
that is the heartbeat of any industry and the
foundation of a successful economic
development plan.

As an example, with the combined efforts
of one of our partners, the Workforce
Alliance, we can maximize and strengthen
our commitment to building and sustaining a
world-class workforce, as well as, oversee
workforce development strategies. 

As we move forward the Business
Development Board will continue to identify
strategic economic goals, develop new
sophisticated benchmarks and focus on the
needs of all businesses in Palm Beach County.

The BDB is looking forward to supporting
and facilitating business transactions between
our members for continued economic growth
within Palm Beach County, as well as the
state of Florida. We look forward to achieving
those goals with you, our partners.

As the official
economic development
agency for Palm Beach
County, The Business
Development Board is
committed to building
synergy, creating jobs and

marketing Palm Beach County for your
economic growth. We can do this through
strong branding and marketing of our
businesses and industry in this County, to
business leaders around the world. 

Now, more than ever, we must focus our
efforts on the leadership and commitments
needed to move our community forward.
Jobs and economic development are key to
our future.  

Palm Beach County has been given a jump
start in global recognition with the decision
of Scripps Florida choosing to locate in our
County. We are excited at this opportunity,
but our work has just begun and we have a
lot of work ahead of us. We must focus on
our strengths but also recognize our
weaknesses and strive for improvement. 

We can do this with strong partnerships
that add strength to the county.

A Letter 
to our Members from Larry Pelton

President of the Business Development Board
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ast Meets West as Palm Beach
County Gets a Taste of La
Jolla, California.

The Scripps Research
Institute is not the only California native
to see the many virtues of Palm Beach
County and expand into the area.
Joseph White Marketing Associates also
answered the call to “go east” and has
recently opened an office in Palm Beach
Gardens.

“Our firm is very involved with the
bioscience industry in La Jolla and the
Southern California region,” noted
Joseph White, president of the
company. “When Scripps decided to
open a campus in Palm Beach County,
we wanted to be a part of the exciting
developments that will impact this
county, the region and the state.”

Joseph White Marketing Associates
(JWMA) provides strategic marketing,
public relations and collateral fulfillment
for biotechnology, medical device and life science companies.
Their expertise in the particular requirements of this industry
sector has made them an integral marketing partner with a
broad range of firms. “We've assisted major manufacturers
increase their global market share for established products
and helped small start-ups attract funding and investor
interest for new ideas,” White added. “Each client faces a
unique set of challenges. We give them direct access to a
comprehensive suite of marketing services that bring together

East Meets West –
Joseph White Marketing Associates

results and value in a way ‘traditional’
agencies can’t.”

Joseph White and the members of
his team are active in a number of
associations and trade groups that
support bioscience and technology
based manufacturers. Some of these
include BioCom (La Jolla/San Diego),
HTMA (High Tech Marketing
Alliance), MIT Enterprise Forum and
the Direct Marketing Association. "In
addition to our west coast
connections, we are now working
with Enterprise Florida, BioFlorida
and, of course, the Business
Development Board of Palm Beach
County,” said White. “I was honored
when the BDB invited me to join the
Marketing Task Force for their Life
Science Industry Cluster.”

In addition to bioscience and
related industries, JWMA works with
a variety of high technology

companies in business-to-business markets. Their client list
includes major electronic component and instrumentation
manufacturers, defense contractors and engineering firms.
“All of our associates have technical or scientific backgrounds
in conjunction with their marketing expertise,” White
explained. “We understand the channels and demographics
of technology-based markets. Our clients demand ‘big picture’
thinking, flexibility and detail oriented project management,”
he observed.

At a recent presentation, White emphasized that, “the
purpose of marketing is to drive sales, thereby driving
company growth. That's the bottom line. Return on
Marketing Investment (ROMI), measured through increased
sales and raised market share.” Joseph White Marketing
Associates understands ROMI and the three components that
drive an effective marketing program: Lead Generation, Sales
Support and Brand Awareness. They can be reached by
calling 561-626-1864 or visiting their web site at
www.josephwhite.com.

E

Joseph White - President

“When Scripps decided to open a
campus in Palm Beach County, we
wanted to be a part of the exciting
developments that will impact this
county, the region and the state.”
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he “South Florida Economic
Summit 2004 - The Power of
Regionalism” was held on

Thursday June 3 to a sold out crowd.
Keynote speaker, Governor Jeb Bush
told a group of the region's business
leaders “A collaborative effort will be the
best way for South Florida to further
emerge as an epicenter for growth.” The
Summit brought the leading South
Florida economic development groups
together (the Broward Alliance, Miami-
Dade Beacon Council and the Business
Development Board of Palm Beach
County). The Summit was billed as the
first large-scale effort to improve and
aggressively move forward the way Miami-Dade, Broward
and Palm Beach counties join forces on issues and ideas
that could positively affect the economy of South Florida,
the sixth-largest metropolitan area in the country. 

“The region will flourish as leaders find ways to work
together in solving economic development, growth
management, education and transportation problems,”
Bush said in his keynote address. “The South Florida
region has everything including the most talented group of
diverse people to be able to provide goods and services to
not only this important market but the rest of the world.
Working together, we can accomplish a lot more." 

“Florida's economy and that of the southeast region are
undoubtedly linked and competition is a global arena. The
South Florida EDO’s recognize the importance of
Regionalism as a combined effort that is necessary to make
sure all business sectors of Florida's economy are plugged
into the growing, national economy. South Florida’s
businesses, infrastructure and the unbeatable quality-of-life
makes the tri-county region a premier location for
relocation and expansion. Identifying new industry groups
and targeting new and related business clusters is the
future for all of South Florida. The recent decision by The
Scripps Research Institute in California to expand to Palm
Beach County is a perfect example and an opportunity for
Bio Science cluster growth in all of South Florida.
Regionalism is imperative to encourage spin-off business
development, develop strategies for business growth and
new job creation.” said Larry Pelton, President of the BDB. 

T
The Power of Regionalism 

Governor Bush applauded the way the region's economic
leaders supported two major initiatives - the Business
Development Board and the Palm Beach County
Commissioners efforts to secure the new Scripps Research
Institute to Palm Beach County and Miami's bid to become
the permanent home for the Free Trade Area of the
Americas. He urged the counties to continue their efforts
and the leaders to quickly develop strategies, especially in
the growth management area. He also underscored the
area's combined strength in diversifying South Florida's
economy. "On their own, each of the counties has long been
an economic powerhouse, but when combined, the tri-
county's strength is undisputable," Bush said. "By working
together, this region will do much to build its commercial
foundation and lend importantly to our state's overall
economic diversification goals." 

"In order to grow as an international business center in
South Florida, we are not independent," said Calixto Garcia-
Velez, chair of Miami-Dade County's Beacon Council. "We're
here to work together.” Bush chaired the Beacon Council,
the county's economic development arm, in the mid-1980s
and knows the importance of regionalism. 
Organizers said, through discussion, the forum aims to
further initiatives to enhance business development and
create jobs. Organizers also said the forum aims to examine
factors that impact the economy, including infrastructure,
environment, housing and transportation.

Photo: Frank Nero, President Beacon Council; Larry Pelton, President Business Development Board; Gov. Jeb Bush; J.T.
Tarlton, President Broward Alliance
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A u g u s t

Member Event 

Low Cost Six Sigma Refresher Course 

Date: August 3 - October 5, 2004 

Time: 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

RSVP Enrique Bekerman 

954.344.4351 or emb109@aol.com 

Tuesday, August 3 at 8:30 am

Aerospace/Engineering Cluster Meeting

FlightSafety International

RSVP Sharon sferris@bdb.org

Wednesday, September 22 at 2:30 pm 

Agribusiness Cluster Meeting         

Ag. Enhancement Council 

Member Benefit 

RSVP Paul pramkissoon@bdb.org 

Thursday, September 23, 2004 

4th Quarterly Luncheon

11:00 am Networking – 12:00 pm Lunch 

Boca Raton Marriott 

RSVP Dawn dghettie@bdb.org

S e p t e m b e r

Member Event 

Quality Manager, Certification Refresher

Course Date: August 11 - October 6, 2004 

Time: 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

RSVP Enrique Bekerman 

954.344.4351 or emb109@aol.com 

Wednesday, August 18, 9 am

Tourism/Recreation/Entertainment

Cluster Meeting

Crowne Plaza Hotel

RSVP Sharon sferris@bdb.org

© 2003, Avaya Inc. All rights reserved. Avaya, the Avaya logo, and all trademarks identified by ® or ™ are trademarks of Avaya Inc. and may be registered in certain jurisdictions.
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exciting new era of knowledge,
science and discovery that will
bring about countless new
educational, business and
employment opportunities for our
communities.” 

The mural first took shape as a
four foot high, hand-painted
illustration by Kilgore.   Haick’s
team at Creative Art Technologies
then transitioned it to a 20-foot
mural using the world’s only fine
art technology capable of

transforming a digitized image into a large oil-painting.  The
digital-based printing process uses rich oil and acrylic paints
versus ink, allowing wall-sized murals and other works to be
produced that are identical, in terms of quality and detail, to
the original.  The completed works can then be applied to any
surface and retouched by the original artist.  

To develop the content and theme for the artwork, the bank
and its artist met with Larry Pelton, President of the Business
Development Board, and other BDB officials to interview them
and obtain their input into how the organization has evolved
over the last 22 years.  The bank then worked closely with
the artist through the creative process to ensure the mural
communicated the BDB’s mission, philosophy and positive
effect on the county’s growth.

Colonial Bank is proud to have demonstrated its
appreciation for the Business Development Board’s
accomplishments which have resulted in business growth and
investment, job creation and new educational opportunities
within our communities. 

isitors to the Business
Development Board’s
new corporate office in

downtown West Palm Beach are
welcomed into the foyer by a
dramatic, 20-foot mural that frames
the grand staircase leading to the
second floor.  Colonial Bank
commissioned Joe Haick of
Creative Art Technologies and local
artist, Brenda Kilgore, to create the
original, hand-painted mural for
the Business Development Board as
a “house-warming” gift and a unique way to honor the
organization’s efforts to advance and shape the economic
growth and development of Palm Beach County for over 22
years.  The artwork is a striking representation designed to
reflect the BDB’s evolution as the official Economic
Development organization for Palm Beach County. The mural
highlights the BDB’s role in bringing business to the county
including the Scripps Research Institute that will secure the

county’s future
leadership role in the
bioscience economy.

Israel Velasco,
Colonial Bank’s
President and CEO,
South Florida Region,
Chuck Hicks,
Executive Lending
Officer for Palm
Beach County and
H. Loy Anderson, Jr.,

Chairman, Palm Beach County, unveiled the mural and
presented it to Larry Pelton, President of the Business
Development Board, and Kevin Audin, Chairman, during a
private reception at the bank’s Jupiter/Tequesta Office.  

“The Business Development Board has done an amazing
job of creating a business model that continuously evolves to
keep Palm Beach County aligned with the latest economic
growth trends,” said Anderson.  “Thanks to their insightful
leadership and dedication, we’re now in the midst of an

V

Banking on Palm Beach
County’s Future – Colonial Bank

Amy Rice -
Colonial's Vice
President of
Marketing and PR
for Palm Beach
County with artist
Brenda Kilgore
and Joe Haick
of Creative Art
Technologies.

H. Loy Anderson, Jr. - Colonial Bank's chairman, Palm Beach County,
describes the BDB's indelible mark on Palm Beach County's landscape.

Larry Pelton; Chuck Hicks, H. Loy Anderson, Jr;
and Kevin Audin
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An Alternative to Health
Insurance – Healthy Adults Inc.

ealthy Adults Inc. is a medical discount plan, an
alternative to health insurance. Healthy Adults Inc.
was started by the largest group of physicians in the

area as a solution to the healthcare crisis for millions of
uninsured individuals in the community. With the ever
increasing cost of health insurance we are able to offer an
affordable alternative to our members. It is ideal for
individuals as well as small businesses. We provide benefits for
member ages 15-64 years of age  regardless of previous health.

Whether you are…..
❖ Uninsured
❖ Underinsured
❖ With pre-existing conditions
❖ In need of preventative care

Healthy Adults is changing the face of the healthcare
industry. Our mission is to provide our members, through
our provider networks, access to quality affordable healthcare
at discounts of up to 80% off customary charges.

We provide our members with an extensive list of
discounted benefits to include:

❖ Prescriptions
❖ Dental 
❖ $10.00 co-pay to their primary care physician
❖ Hearing and Vision 
❖ Laboratory work
❖ Diagnostic testing
❖ Specialists
❖ Chiropractic care

As a member of the Better Business Bureau we are happy to
serve our community needs.

9121 N. Military Trail Suite 111 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fl. 33410
Local: 561-540-3290 Toll Free: 1-800-508-9533

H

6 T H E  P R O S P E C T O R



T H E  P R O S P E C T O R  7

BDB 3rd Quarterly Upper Level Breakfast
was held on April 22nd at the Governor’s Club on “Take Your
Kids to Work Day.” Our Guest speaker, Rick Gonzalez of REG
Architects did just that.  Rick Gonzalez, Jr. attended the
breakfast as well as Roger Amidon, General Manager of Palm
Beach Gardens Marriott, who brought his two children.
Everyone enjoyed our guest speaker and having such bright
and interesting young people in attendance was very
enlightening. Rick Gonzalez gave a great overview of the
history of his company and the great work and buildings in
Palm Beach County with a power point presentation.

Upper Level Member VIP Pre-reception was a very a
popular event, held for the first time at our 3rd Quarterly
Luncheon. On Wednesday April 28th, 30 Upper Level BDB
members attended a VIP reception to personally meet and
greet Dr. Charles Weissmann of the Scripps Research Institute.
Dr. Weissmann was our guest speaker for the luncheon held at
the Palm Beach Gardens Marriott.  Mathematics, Science &
Engineering (MSE) & International Baccalaureate (IB) students
from Sun-Coast High School were also invited to meet Dr.
Weissmann. A special thanks to Roger Amidon and his
exceptional team at the Palm Beach Gardens Marriott for going
above and beyond the norm to help make our luncheon a
great success. 

BDB NEWS

Roger Amidon, Jr., Roger Amidon, and Nichole Amidon

BDB HIGHLIGHTS

Rick Gonzalez, Jr., Rick Gonzalez of REG Architects, Larry Pelton, BDB President.

Mathematics, Science & Engineering (MSE) & International Baccalaureate (IB) students
and teachers from Sun-Coast High School who met Dr. Weissmann (far right).

Dr. Weissmann talking with BOA member Fran O’Connor of Corporate Express
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The BDB Annual Golf Tournament was hosted by Toll Bros., Inc.
at the beautiful new Frenchman's Reserve Golf Course in Jupiter on
May 10. The players enjoyed great competition and wonderful food
along with raffle prizes.  The first place winners were; Jerry Taylor,
Scott Blaise, Doug Taylor and Dan Winters.
The Business Development Board would like to thank everyone who
participated. This year’s tournament was a top quality event thanks to
the support of the following sponsors: AFLAC, All-Ways
Advertising Company, Applefield/Waxman, Inc., Bank of
America, BellSouth Business Systems, Inc., Boca Raton Marriott,
Boca Raton Resort & Club, Breakers West, Crowne Plaza West
Palm Beach, David R. Randell Photographics,  Express Personnel
Services, FCEdge, First National Bank & Trust, Florida Crystals
Corporation, Fresco's Bar and Bistro, Hunter's Run, Jupiter Beach
Resort, Marriott West Palm Beach, Merchant Services Network,
Palm Beach Gardens Marriott, Palm Beach Kennel Club,
Parthenon Realty, LLC; PGA of America, Promowear, Roger Dean
Stadium, Royal Palm Yacht & Country Club, RSM McGladrey,
Inc., Rutherford Mulhall, P.A., Taycon Construction Management,
Inc., and The Waterford Hotel & Conference Center.

Roger Dean Stadium hosted another great event, Town Night
at Roger Dean Stadium on Friday, May 14th. BDB members
and family enjoyed Hot Dogs, Games and Baseball - It was a
great time had by all! 

BDB Membership Campaign – Congratulations to volunteers
and staff on the most successful membership campaign in BDB
history! On June 16th, the BDB held its Annual Campaign
Awards Reception at our new office and enjoyed an evening of
food, wine and friends. The BDB celebrated the close of the

most successful membership campaign to date by recognizing
top member volunteers with awards and gift certificates. The
winners of this year’s campaign are:

FIRST PLACE:
Sandy Wooldridge, Prudential Florida WCI Realty

SECOND PLACE:
Dinah Stephenson, First Equity Title, LLC 

THIRD PLACE:
Linda Rochez, Coldwell Banker Residential
Real Estate, Inc.

CORPORATE CUP WINNER:
Wachovia Bank, N.A.
(Robin Henderson and her team)

A special thanks to all the BDB Member Volunteers
instrumental in bringing in new members during the 2004
campaign. Thanks to Unique and Unusual Catering for great
food. The membership campaign that runs from February
through May of each year is a great time for prospective
members to join the BDB and it is important to note that
companies may join at anytime during the year so please
continue to refer interested prospects to the Director of
Member Services, Paul Ramkissoon at 561-835-1008 or
pramkissoon@bdb.org.

BIO 2004 the Business Development Board’s President Larry
Pelton, and Gary Hines, Senior VP Development attended the
BIO 2004 Annual International Convention at the Moscone
Center in San Francisco, California from June 5-9 in
partnership with Enterprise Florida and members of the BDB.
Mr. Pelton was a guest speaker at the conference on Saturday.

BDB NEWS

The BDB booth at BIO 2004 located in the Florida Enterprise Pavilion

Jerry Taylor, Scott Blaise, Doug Taylor and Dan Winters.
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Also in attendance was Commissioner Karen Marcus
who attended the reception for Governor Jeb Bush as
well as BDB representatives, Diane Robinson
President of BioFlorida and Mel Rothberg, Executive
VP of Viragen Corporation and Chairman of the
South Florida Bioscience Consortium. The event set
new records for attendance and international
representation with over 16,500 representatives from
61 countries, 49 U.S. states (plus the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico), and 10 Canadian
provinces.  

The BDB wishes to thank 
Bank of America
The Palm Beach County Convention and Visitors
Bureau
TransDermal Technologies, Inc. and
Turner Construction
for their partnership in the Palm Beach County
booth.

Once again The Business Development Board
celebrated its annual BDB Member Night at Florida
Stage on June 24th where guests enjoyed the
wonderful musical comedy of “Heaven Help Us!”
featuring the music of the famed "Rat Pack"!
Everyone had a great time networking to the great
live music by the duo “N”Sense” and a bountiful
buffet of tasty hors d'oeuvres provided by the
caterers Unique and Unusual catering. Special
thanks to Lou Tyrrell of Florida Stage for hosting this
great event for the past 7 consecutive years and
kudos to the cast and crew for a most delightful
performance.

The BDB Life Science Cluster Group met on July
14th at Florida Atlantic University’s Charles E.
Schmidt Biomedical Science Building in Boca Raton.
After a brief meeting the cluster members were given
a tour of Dr. Charles Weissmann's (Scripps) lab. This
was a very informative and interesting tour attended
by over 35 members of the cluster. Thank-you to
Kevin Petrovsky, Director of Development, FAU, for
hosting this cluster meeting.
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The Business Development Board is a private, not-for-profit corporation founded in 1982 as Palm Beach County’s

official economic development organization. We work to attract and retain business investment through corporate

relocations, expansions and international trade; and provide marketing support and business networking services

through a paid membership organization that partially funds our economic development services. Since 1993,

more than 225 company relocations and expansions assisted by the Business Development Board resulted in the

creation of over 22,000 jobs and added in excess of $4 billion to the Palm Beach County economy. The BDB is

the "Official Economic Development Organization of Palm Beach County" and Enterprise Florida partner.

FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt Bio Medical Science Bldg.




