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Lorraine Amaral, a Hurricane Andrew veteran, didn't stick around to greet 
Hurricane Frances when the Category 2 storm paid a visit to Amaral's 
"Florribean" restaurant in Jupiter Farms. 

When Amaral returned to Dry Dock Grille Restaurant two days later, she found 
the Florida and Caribbean decor destroyed by Frances a bit too realistic. She 
lost ceiling tiles and flooring, an ice machine and air conditioners, a fan system 
for the kitchen and a patio storage area. To top it off, she also lost $18,000 in 
food and wine. 

"It was a mess," Amaral said. 

It could take weeks before she and her business partners receive a disaster relief loan from the U.S. 
Small Business Administration or insurance money for structural damage and business interruption. 

To tide them over, Dry Dock Grille on Friday became one of the first to receive a state "bridge" loan as 
part of a program to help Palm Beach County businesses get back on their feet following the hurricanes. 

"We're able to buy a printer to change the menus everyday. We can replace the ice machine," Amaral said. "And we'd like to replace the 
floor and one of the AC units but we won't have enough money for both." 

Still, the $15,000 she did get through AmeriBank offsets some of the angst of discovering more damage on a daily basis. "You don't find 
this stuff until you get to it," she said. 

The state allocated $2.25 million for bridge loans to businesses through the Business Development Board of Palm Beach County and six 
area banks. 

"We want to get the word out that this money is still available," said board spokeswoman Meri McGuiness-Mass. 

The development board and banks make up a loan committee to review and process the applications and handle the closing. So far, 18 
companies have been approved for $316,000 in loans while 55 applications are pending. The checks are cut by the Treasure Coast 
Regional Planning Council.  

In addition to Dry Dock Grille, two other businesses received bridge loans Friday: 

Â• The Jupiter Outdoor Center, which rents and sells kayaks and had plans to open a restaurant on Oct. 1, received a $25,000 loan 
through AmeriBank. 

Â• Cotton-candy maker Fun Sweets Inc. in Lake Worth got $25,000 through Wachovia Bank. 
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IndyMac Home Bridge Loans 
Build your dream home before you even sell your current house! 
www.IndyMacBank.com 

CTX Mortgage Home Loans 
Purchase? Refinance? We can help. Home Loan Choices. Fast. Simple. 
www.ctxhomeloan.com 

Commercial Bridge Loans 
Fast Approval, Online Application Bridge Loans, Asset Based Loans 
www.alg-llc.com 
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